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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAPTER DIRECTORS

ALVIN AND JOSIE NELSON

Hello everybody!
Here it is the Christmas season already and stithgch to do. We have been very busy with wiptejects
we have put upon ourselves. There has still bemegime for some fun. Although we have not béging
much, there are several who have been riding winemveather permits. November found us attendia@tis
meeting in Murfreesboro. We attended with Gary Batti, Brian and Amy, Larry and Margaret, Darrahd
David and Cathy. We came up with some goals wedwike the Chapter to think about, and help usexah
There are 8 of them and it goes as follows:
Have fun and ride
Each rider move up one level on safe riders. &k thfo for each rider
Have a successful sock hop
Plan a mall show
Recruit at least 6 new members
Improve chapter communications
Visit at least 10 other chapters
Conduct 2 parking lot practices
These are goals we would like to see the chaptéeae. As rumors and discouragements are heazdan§/-
day with the economy and everything, | can thihkathing better than to ride, ride some more wiven
can, and if not riding, at least get together widith other to make some fun.
The rest of the ops meeting was pretty unevertfutlwe did leave there with a sense of encouragemaie
also would like to see Gary in the running for avsletter award, and Brian and Amy A in the runniog
a website award. They need our help however sgrttlam articles of some fun, rides, etc, that yaueh
had. | would like to challenge each member to dah a favorite ride they like to take, eithertbeir
own, or with the group. Map out the ride i.e.teyou take, etc, where you stop/eat at on that hidw
many miles it is. By posting this in a ride of tm@nth column, it will give anyone who checks thebsite
to have a place to ride should they choose to thisitarea. So much for business, now for fun.
Here are a few riddles to solve:
What are several A2 u’s called?
Who likes donuts the most?
Who was able to stay out of jail....again? Ask David
What town in Ga or Tenn. abides by their speedi$itnAsk Darrell
Where do birds migrate to for the winter? Ask Rag Lea
Is it true you are INNOCENT until PROVEN quilty®sk Patti



MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORS
BRIAN AND AMY THOMAS
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REMEMBER NEXT MEETING IS DECEMBER
28TH,2009 AT RYAN'S STEAK HOUSE, ALCOA,
HUNTERS CROSSING NEAR WAL-MART

BE THERE TO EAT 6PM, MEET AT 6:45PM




MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORS
LARRY AND MARGARET BORN

Hi all, Margaret & | can’t believe it's the last mih of 2009.We have had the most wonderful yeangid
with A-2's. Everyone has made us feel very welcam we are proud to asked to be co-assistant diszct
We hope we can make some positive contributionBdmext year. The two weekend trips to Virginid an
Kentucky were great fun with good memories. We wdikle to work more of those trips in next year.
Maybe starting in May try to do one a month urdll.fThumper has set the bar high on entertainusgye
one, but don’t count on me dislocating any morgédis on future rides. Maybe | need to get a fibtre-
fresher from Josie. Looking forward to the sock lamd spring fling and lots of rides ahead. Thdoks:
great year, Larry & Margaret.




MESSAGE FROM THE RIDER EDUCATOR
DARRELL DUNN

The Invisible Man

by Jackie Vaughan

The sun was balancing gently on the horizon askg@dup my gear after a long day of amus-
ing the fish with my clumsy efforts. | was stowitige tackle box in the back of the truck when
the sun abruptly winked out behind a large bankeoy dark clouds.

The sun lost its battle with the clouds and san&wéhe horizon, leaving the heavily tree-lined
road in a darkness that blended into the black¥tprm winds set the tops of the pine trees
swaying, bringing down flurries of slippery pineeades and occasional pine cones. The first
drops of rain were huge, splatting on the windshald causing the pine needles to stick to it.
The wipers only smeared them. All | could do was tilne wipers on high and hope the rain
would wash the needles off.

Obligingly, the rain became a full-force pressumesiv The needles disappeared, but so did eve-
rything else. | crept along, the headlights’ bedosasbed by the darkness. A sudden movement
caused by a falling branch reminded me there nugdlitbe deer, rabbits, or other animals on
the side of the road, ready to cross without waynineaned as close to the windshield as |
could get, eyes straining to see ahead and tadbke at the same time. | knew it wasn’t safe to
stop because there was no place to pull over.

| thought | saw the red eye glow of an animal. Liagkahead, | saw it flickering between the
swipes of the wipers. | immediately hit the brakglad for the anti-lock option I'd chosen. |
juddered to a halt about ten feet from the animvhich hadn’t moved. | turned off my lights
briefly so it would move on, but it remained.

| finally crept closer. As my headlights cut throutlpe watery darkness, | saw it wasn’t an ani-
mal, but a black motorcycle stopped in the middlthe road. The rider was making futile
swipes at his face shield, succeeding only in orgajreater smears. His black leather jacket
and pants were no match for the rain, and he walsesiofrom the top of his black helmet to the
soles of his black boots. He finally pushed thesfslasield up, started the bike, and continued his
miserable trek.

In a very short moment, he became the Invisible Mdtthough the weather and the terrain
helped to hide him, he had become invisible longieehe ever slung a leg over his bike. He
had done it by unknowing choice, by following triaai.

When he bought his motorcycle, he took that fishstimes fatal step. He chose the most
popular color for a bike—black. Black is the traatiial color for everything motorcycle that’s
not chrome. Black helmet, jacket, pants, bootsvegpall to match the black motorcycle. Black
can also be the color of death and mourning.

Black, far from being the friendly identifying calof the motorcycle community, is a rider’'s
major enemy. The majority of the time, especiallyew contrast is poor, such as dawn, dusk,
dappled shade, or darkness, black disappearshatertvironment. Dress a rider in black from
head to toe, put him on a black bike, especially with a small, low taillight, and he’s the In-
visible Man. He cannot be seen until the very tastment, and that's sometimes too late.

The typical car driver is not motorcycle-aware, angike suddenly appearing seemingly out of
nowhere may slow the driver’s reaction time or eslisn to make the wrong decision. When



there’s an collision of this type, is it the dritgefault, or the rider's? Both were culpable, but i
is the rider who must bear more of the blame. Hdertamself nearly impossible to see, and it
worked. He chose to be the Invisible Man.

Could he have become the Visible Man instead andlad the price he paid? Yes, and all it
would have taken was the right choices beginningmiie bought his motorcycle.

His biggest mistake was to follow motorcycle tramhtin making everything about him and his
bike, except for the fancy bits of chrome, black. $thould have heeded the old saw, “Bright is
right.” A light- or bright-colored motorcycle shalhave been the first item on his list.

His next choice should have been a full-face whéknet with highly-reflective material all
around it. No color matches or fancy graphics, plain white. The first thing a motorist sees,
or fails to see, is the rider’s helmet, becausetite highest part visible. Next seen is the upper
body, then the lower body and the motorcycle. Bat thme, the driver is too close for comfort.
While the bike and rider don’t have to look likeiecus wagon, bright clothing and reflective
material, especially on the upper body, are a nfugtder wanting the black leather look can
wear a reflective orange vest while on the bike taicdt it into a saddlebag or tank bag when he
arrives.

Adding extra lights on the back and sides of the loreates greater visibility, too. Seeing a
black-dressed rider on a black bike from the ssd@inost impossible. There’s virtually no con-
trast. Add a few lights and the riders’ bright bloty, and the bike suddenly appears.

Our miserable Invisible Man? He made it home thgiitnbecause | followed at a safe distance
behind him until he pulled into his driveway. Heghi not be so lucky next time.



MESSAGE FROM THE M.E.D’S

GARY AND PATTI HAMILTON
Just a reminder to check when your GWRRA membernshgue. Some of you are due coming
in January. Pull those cards out and look at the. da
We attended the OPS meeting with Alvin and JosaeryLand Margaret, Brian and Amy, David
and Cathy. Had a great time and learned a lot. Wéeded the MED training and this is going
to be work. Work but fun.
We had a great time at the A-2 Christmas Partyod3o see everyone on such a rainy night.
Patti and | want to wish all a very Merry Christnzasl a Happy New Year.

Gary & Patti

UPCOMMING EVENTS IN GWRRA
CHAPTER G-2 SPAGHETTI DINNER
Saturday, Jan. 9, 2010 4-7pm

Kodak United Methodist Church

WINTER EVENT 2010
FOOTBALL TIME IN TENNESSEE
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 2010
MANCHESTER, TN.

CHAPTER 0'S PNACAKE BREAKFAST
CLEVELAND, TN.

CHAPTER B CHILI COOK-OFF
FEBRUARY 6TH, 2010
HALLS SENIOR CENTER



Parties by Patti

Happy Birthday !!!! Happy Anniversary !!!!

December 10 Chris and Jane Archer

December 2  Ray Beckner
December 5  Bill Hill
December 26 Bob Faulkner

December 28

December 29 Carol Tonkinson

December 31 Josie Nelson

Merry Christmas!
Enjoy your Blessings, Family, and Friends

In our Thoughts and Prayers —

Carolyn Henderson is having surgery Decer2Ber \ ’**\z
Delbert Fryar is very ill, in and out of has /?//f/&
g, =
&

There were two flockings in the month of November.
Rumor has it that the birds may be flying during thonth of December.

Flockings by request.




